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Hood and Sir Gilbert Elliot made a most pressing application to Brigadier-General D'Aubant to make a diversion by either assaulting the heights, or even showing himself upon them. If he assaults, they assure him he will carry them with ease; if he shows himself only, the effect even of that will be extremely beneficial. If he does neither, they threaten him with being responsible to the King for the failure or any misfortune which may happen to the expedition. Two days running the General reconnoitred the heights in consequence of this application. I accompanied him together with the engineer, artillery officers, &c. The works have been strengthened since I last saw them. We happened to meet Lieutenant-Colonel Villettes and Weymes the last day. The latter conceives it would be mighty easy to take them, but cannot explain how, and talks so like a boy that little weight can be given to his opinion. Yesterday the General assembled Lieutenant-Colonel Wauchope, Sir James St. Glair, Captain Nepean (Engineers), Captain Collier (Artillery) and me. He read to us extracts of the letters from Lord Hood and Sir Gilbert, and before he sent an answer wished to have our opinions upon the propriety of complying with their demand. I had already given him my opinion privately. I however said that nothing had happened since the council held three weeks ago to induce me to alter the opinion I had then given. I in common with others had foretold what would happen if an attack was made upon the side of Toga. It was the opinion of the council then, that with the whole of our force we were unequal to the taking of Bastia; how could we think of it now with only part of it ? If we attempted the heights we should in all probability be foiled. If we carried them, it must be with such loss as to make it impossible for us to force the other posts. To show ourselves without attacking was ridiculous. Lord Hood's assertions upon this were like those he made upon a former occasion, that six or seven shells would do the business of Bastia, and would prove equally unfounded. As reinforcements were expected we should wait for them. Lord Hood